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THE PRESENT OFFICIAL FAMILY 


District Superintendent The Reverend Samuel. J. Truscott 
Pastor Rev. George B. Graves 
Treasurer of Current Expenses and 

Financial Secretary Mrs. Eugene Moore 
Church School Superintendent Mrs. Harry McLaughlin 
President, Woman's Society Mrs. John Cook 
President, Youth Fellowship Ruth Williams 
Church Lay Leader R. C. Merriman 
Communion Mrs. William Springsteen 

Trustees 
John Cook R. C. Merriman 
Harry McLaughlin Guy Burrows 
Leslie Sowles Raymond Searles 
Stewards 

Mr. John Cook Mrs. Eugene Moore 
Harry McLaughlin Mrs. Horace Searles 
Reniff Merriman Raymond Searles 
Mrs. Raymond Searles Leslie Sowles 
Mrs. Leslie Sowles Martha Neilson 
Miss Ruth Williams Mrs. Bert Sisson 


The organization acknowledges with appreciation the untiring 


efforts of Mrs. Bert Sisson in compiling this history. 


Around 1800 an old primitive road running from Catskill 
to Wattle's Ferry was improved into a turnpike and Unadilla 
began its growth from an isolated territory sparcely settled 
by white men. Foilowing the pattern of all settlements it 
arene with the establishment of a saw mill, a store, and a 
grist mill, until those sturdy pioneers found it important 
to improve frontier life and elevate morality by introducing 
religion. St. Matthew's of Unadilla was the oldest church 
established. Father Neal rode horseback and conducted ser- 
vices that contributed to the building of this church and 
it may well be he had much influence on the religious think- 
ing of our pioneer religious leaders, for from Unadilla Sand 
Hill gets its genesis. 

The sandy fertile soil of Sand Hill called new settlers 
to its territory. Before the closing of the 18th century 
such names as Elisha Lathrop, Daniel Buckley, Thomas Wilbur, 
John Sisson, John Cranston, and Samuel Merriman were known to 
this region. Other names Eber Ferris, John Palmer, Lee Palmer, 
Aaron Sisson, Hezekiah Carr, William Carr, Edward Smith, Harvey 
Potter, Bethel Lesuer, Samuel Patterson, and Captain Seth Row 
ley could be added. At the mouth of the creek Capt. Saunders 
physician and soldier, settled. He had two sons, one a prom- 
inent citizen of Unadilla and the other a physician in Otego 
who for many years influenced life in this part of the coun- 
try. In Hampshire Hollow seven families came from Vermont: 
Ephraim Smith 10 children, Peter Davis 6, Samuel Lamb 4, 
Walter Winans 4, Levi Lathrop 12, Abraham Post 10, Asa Lesuer 


8, John Cranston 10, Ephriam Robbins 6, Theophilas Merriman 7, 


William Chapin 7, John Lesuer 8, Thomas Davis 3, B. M. Gold- 
smith 3, Parker Fletcher 7, Whiting Bacon 11, who lived in 
log cabins. With this increase of population there was need 
of religious teaching. Camp meetings were held as early as 
the beginning of the 19th century. Camp meetings were held 
on Briar Creek before 1826. 

Methodist classes were organized by people interested in 
Methodism, Original members at Sand Hill in 1826 were Captain 
Seth Rowley and his wife, Hiram Fowler, Joseph Benedict and 
his wife, Abel C. and Cynthia Rowley, and Lucy Saunders, 
Their meeting places were often in school houses or private 
homes. 

They became organized into the Otego Circuit around 
1833. The Circuit held its quarterly conferences at Oneonta, 
Unadilla Center, Schenevus, Laurens, Otego, Oneonta Plains, 
Milford Center, Otego Plains, Sand Hill (1846), and Unadilla 
(1849). 

The first examination of class leaders was held in 
Laurens in 1834; twelve cnadidates passed. The first trial 
was held at the same meeting and the license of Clement Young 
was renewed. 
| The Circuit was gradually divided. In 1848 Laurens and 
Oneonta became charges and the Otego Circuit seems to have 
been limited to the Susquehanna Valley south of Oneonta. In 
1852 it was decided to divide the Otego Circuit. At a quart- 


erly Meeting held at Unadilla, June 17, 1852, a motion was 


| made and carried that Otego and Otsdawa be a station, Unadilla 


Center Creek and Sidney be a station, also that Unadilla 
Center, Sand Hill, Unadilla and Sidney Plains be a station. 

The Circuit was always in charge of at least two Circuit 
Preachers. One of whom was the preacher in charge and the 
other was his colleague. The Circuit was never without Lo- 
cal Preachers and Exhorters. One of the tasks of the Preach 
ers in charge was to see that these Local Preachers and were 
kept busy preaching and exhorting. 

Through this rich farm region located a little over a 
mile from Wellsbridge rode the circuit riding preachers of 
the early days of our church. It first was part of Unadilla 
Circuit comprised of Sand Hill, Unadila Center, and Wells- 
bridge classes. It was bounded by Butternuts of Chenango 
District on the north, wast by Otego, south by Franklin, west 
by Unadilla charge. W.A. Wadsworth served for two years 1871- 
1872. The W. Thorpe History tells us that these years were 
not easy for following the Civil War and the building of the 
Albany and Susquehanna railroads through Wellsbridge there 
was a spiritual decline and at Wellbridge there was only three 
or four families possessing a prayerful life. It would seem 
that the churches at Sand Hill must have been influenced by 
this decline. However, there is a recording of a grove 
meeting held at Sand Hill Thrusday through Sunday in 1873. 
The first regular preacher was Benjamin Ripley sent by re- 
commendation of Rev. Henry Wheeler of Otsego district. 

By 1856 there were 36 to 40 houses around Sand Hill 
with in a radius of a mile, The need for a church was evi- 


dent. 


In March of that year the male members met to elect 
trustees: George Daggett, Ahijah Wait, Henry Palmer, William 
P. York, who with Uriah Chapman presiding adopted the name of 
Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Sand Hill. This 
meeting was later recorded in June 1856 at the Otsego 
County Clerk's Office at Cooperstown. 

In April Samuel and Amy Wait deeded to the Trustees 
of the Methodist Episcopal Society a certain piece of land, 

a part of Lot 111 of the Morris Patent commencing at the north 
west corner of piece of land granted and owned by the Baptist 
Church of Sand Hill and running west of direct line with the 
north line of the said meeting house; to the highway to the 
south and east and along the center of the highway to the 
south west corner of said lot tO place of beginning to con- 
tain 1/2 acre to be same more or less. This transaction in- 
volving the sum of fifty dollars is recorded at the County 
Clerk's Office at Cooperstown. It was witnessed by the Waits 
and George Chaffin of Sand Hill. 

Subscriptions had already been solicited for the build- 
ing which was to cost about one thousand dollars. The sub- 
scription varied individually from one dollar to one hundred 
dollars some of which was to be paid in work such as painting, 
team and skill labor, or with materials such as pine lumber, 
nails, tec. Installments were made throughtout the year and 


by December 5 $1075 had been paid in full. 


Subscribers: 


Samuel Wait 
Uriah Chapman 
Jeremiah Tabor 


Orin Fisher 
Ahijah Wait 
Stephen Post 
Akin Post 
Daniel Osborn 
Luther Pond 
William Cranston 
Sylvestor Smith 
Lemuel Post 
Ephraim Smith 
Samuel Lewis 
Morgan Lewis 


L. H. Blanchard 

A. B. Dayton 

Elihu Hurlburt 
William Merithew 
E. J. Blanchard 
George W. Daggett 
Henry M. Collins 
W. Broadfoot 
Ebenezer Blakesley 
L. M. Hine 

E. S. Saunders 
Schuyler Merriman 
David Hallock 

Amos A. Fisk 
Thomas Hallock 
Charles Connelly 
Alanson Sisson 
Alvin Sisson 
Christopher Sisson 
Carl Nichols 
William W. Stenson 
Salmon L. Griffis 
John White 
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John Lesuer 5 


Levi Lathrop 30° firkins 

Henry York 10 painting 

J. B. Youmans 3 joiner work 
William Youmans 2 

E. H. Robbins 10 horse team work 


with privilege of 
drawing lime 


William P. York 10 painting 
Becee VOLLIOS VB! 

Benjamin Carr 38 

Charles Wait 5 

Peter Fitzgerald 1 

Henry Storms 10 

William Judsen 3 

Benjamin J. Wells 5 

H. W. Bradley 10 

Abel C. Rowley 20 

Menslo Rogers 5 painting 
Charles York 3 


In January 1857 the church was dedicated. For some 
weeks revivals were held and one can easily imagine the 
interest and fervor which these early Methodists showed 
in their work of building up their new church. 

On March 24, 1857 Henry Storms was Chairman; Ahijah Wait, 
Clerk, and Loring Brown was elected trustee in place of Henry 
Palmer, whose term expired. Henry Palmer was elected sexton 
for one year. The names of Uriah Chapman, Samuel Wait, Luther 
Pond, Washington Thomas, William York, Geroge Daggett, Willis 
Post appear on trustees reports. When the Civil War was one 
vear old Willis P. Post was chairman and Henry Storms was 
clerk of a trustees meeting at Sand Hill. 

Ripley records the meetings were well attended and there 
was interest shown. The first conference year started in 


1874. It was during that year that he held meetings at the 


following school districts: Sisson Hill, Foot, Rogers 
Hollow, Idumea, Sodom, Birdsall, Townline, Brown, and 
Willowvale. Zeal increased and new members were added. 

He was also superintendent of the Sunday School. Black- 
boards and leaf dusters were aids in teaching the Internat- 
jonal system. For the many duties the preachers was given 
three hundred dollars some of which was paid in material 
donations. He reports six burials outside his congregation. 
These reports were sent to Wyoming Conference held at One- 
onta April 14-20, 1875. 

It was during this year of 1874 that Sylvester Smith 
purchased the bell at a cost of two hundred dollars from H. 
F. Phinney's Real Estate, corner of Grove and Brooks Streets, 
Cooperstown, New York. Seventy-three subscribers contributed 


ranging from fifty cents to twenty dollars. Subscribers for 


the bell: 

Ahijah Wait $20 James York $10 
William Casey 3 Datus Palmer 1 
Henry York 6 D. P. Chapman 15 
George Foot 1 William Copley 1 
Thadeus Truman 1 John Bishop 2] 
Henry Sisson 1 Sylvestor Smith 20 
Harriet Hughston 10 James Casey 1 
Benjamin Ripley : Hiram Wait 2 
W. M. Wickham 3 Henry Storms 2 
Jay Thomas 1 E. R. Blanchard < 
Samuel Ladu 2 R. S. Collins 2 
Ransom Potter 5 Charles York 1 
Bur Blaskesley 1 Schyler Casey 1 
I. R. Lesuer 1 Harvey Brown 3 
H. C. Vanscoy 2 Henry Collins 3 
A. J. Ward 2 Alanson Sisson 2 
Samuel Chaffin 2 Henry Fisk 50 
Charles Connelly 2 John Earle DS t 
Delia Chapin 5 Ira Crandell 1 
George Chapin 1 Edwin Beers -50 
John Lamb He ® William Shepard pi 
H. L. Hanks vi Eli Robbbins 3 
George Weaver lumberfor frame Frank M. Sisson rope 


Hart Rowley 1 Robert Hughston 1 
Silas Devol 5 Leroy Collins 5 
Jesse Wilbur 1 David Wait 2 
A friend 5 A. S. Converse 1 
Sdolien Gril iis 1 Henry Cunningham 5 
Christopher Sisson 1 Rastus Burdick 1 
Nathan Card -50 H. L. Truman 2 

‘ Charles Earle 1 A friend 5 

| Elbert Sisson 1 Edward Mallory 1 
Jonas Wyman ~ a Jerome Youmans 1 
Larkin Blanchard 1 Schuyler Merriman 1 
A. C. Rowley 1 C. Scofield .50 
Anna Wait 1 Erastus Hawks 1 
Henry Palmer 1 


Ripley wrote that 1875 began promisingly with congregations 
large and appreciative showing increased interest but during 
the summer some little difficulty arose decreasing attendance 
on the part of a few. Membership at that time was 111 for the 
three churches. Preaching was continued in outer districts. 
Quarterly meetings were seasonal blessings. Rev. B. H. Doug- 
las of Edmenston, New York gave an address on Temperance. Two 
dismissals were issued to Betsey and Henry Palmer, most excell- 
ent members, who took their recommemdations to the Free Meth- 
odists. Brother Palmer became a recognized and useful preach- 
er. Conference was held April 5-12 in Binghamton in 1875. 

A quaterly conference was held at Sand Hill May 8, 1876. 
With Presiding Elder H. R. Clark in the chair; the session 
was called to order and opened with a prayer by the preciding 
elder. One motion D. P. Chapman was appointed secretary; A. 
Wait, Charles Huftalen approved as Sunday School Superintendent 
S. Ladu, J. Lesuer, D. P. Chapman, L. Searles, C. Palmer, and 
A, Holmes were approved as trustees. The following members 
of the quarterly conference were present; A. Wait, S. Devol, 


L. Searles, H. Storms, J. Hollenbeck, O. Houghton, G. Huyck, 


C. Palmer, S. Ladu, and J. Hurlburt (pastor). No complaints. 
No appeals. Pastors salary estimated $40 and donation. Amount 
applied to pastor's salary $13. No change in board of steward. 
General rules read at one point. Pastor's salary apportioned 
as follows: Sand Hill $200, Unadilla Center $133.33, Wells 
Bridge $66.67. Next meeting at Wells Bridge. 

In 1878 the name of the Unadilla Circuit was charged to 
"The Wells Bridge Charge.’ By 1880 Sand Hill had strength 
enough to remodel the church. No records reveal to what ex- 
tent or what was really accomplished. Rev. Vrooman received 
his first appointment in 1888 at Wells Bridge. Sand Hill was 
his morning appointment. It was in a weakened condition. 
Only for a little endowment people said the doors would have 
been closed long ago. Some of the faithful members were the 
Chapmans, Mr. Coons, Hards, Jesse Wilbur, DeVol, the Rowleys, 


the Sissons and a few other. Mrs. Hard was organist. She 


and the minister constituted the choir and were the bulk of 


the congregation. | 


Before 1900 Hulburt, Wood, Taylor, Burnside, Gerowe, 
Turner, Prentice, Benje,Vrooman, Holland Homan, Babcock, 
McChesney and Colgrove had served on this charge. There are 
no records of their work except for some baptismal records 
over which they presided. Membership increased and old timers 
told of the spiritual adminstrations of joy and comfort these 
men brought to the people of Sand Hill. Some remember Col- ) 
grove as a pleasant old man but, the presiding elder of thet 


time was Elder Griffis. To the young he was a frightening 
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man in a long tailed coat and stove pipe hat, a huge man 


peering out from a well trimmed beard, looking some say like 
a Wall Street magnate. Evidently he was a very stern man, typ- 
ical of the men of that time. 

These elders came in by train staying all night at Wat- 
son Chapmans usually. They traveled around to the three church- 
es on Sunday preaching and holding quaterly conferences, Sand 
Hill in the morning, Unadilla in the afternoon, and Wells Bri- 
dge in the evening. 

During this time pastors went from place to place with 
horse and puggy so the presiding elder rode with him. Sunday 
evening some faithful memberstook him to the train. Their 
lunches were freely given by the Marthas of the community who 
proved to the minister their skill in the culinary art of cook- 
ing and housekeeping. 

The choirs were of definite help in worship. They were 
made up of only adult people some ot whom were very good sing 
ers. They all possessed dignity in their duties. 

Funerals were held in the home especially if they were 
those of people who attended church less often. When it was 
more customary to have church funerals there was always a 
prayer at home before coming to the church for service. 

At this time the church was approached by a plank plat- 
from extending across the entire fromt of the church thus ac- 
comodating these alighting from wagons. The front entrance 
possessed hooks for hanging garments. Overhead was fastened 


a ladder hinged so it could be let down for ringing the bell 


either for service or tolling when a death occured. To the 
right was a small enclosed wood house smelling of kerosene 
for lamps. In a corner above the reach of small people was 


a cupboard where everything was collected, old books, collect 


ion baskets, remnants of Christmas decorations, etc. 

Double swinging doors that now are on either side were 
placed in the center and afforded entrance to the auditorium. 
Blinds were usually closed with slats open letting in the 
light from the windows. Eight long benches were plxed on each 


side of the aisles and around two oak stoves from the position 
just inside the swinging doors. Stove pipes extended from the 
two oak stoves to the fromt of the church and disappeared into 
two chimneys. The furniture is much the same as now except 
the seats had no cushions unless some enterprising person made 
some of their own. Lamps wereplaced in brackets on the sides 
of the windows and a chandalier hung from the center of the 
darkened room. 

Mrs. Haight, one of the janitors of this time, kept 
these lamps shining and every speck of dust wiped from the 
furniture. Outside two sheds extended from the church to- 
ward the community house. One of these was left by the Bap- 
tist church which was moved to Wells Bridge. Horses were 
hitched here by those who owned the stalls. Costs varied 
but one was knownto pay eight dollars for his particular one. 
The minister's stall was always the one next to the church. 
Many a boy swung from the rafters in innocent play when he 


escaped from his parents. Those who did not own a stall were 


lucky to find a shed empty for hitching. 

Around 1900 Ira Bronson came followed by A. H. Whitaker. 

A special meeting of the board was called in September 1902. 

Orville Smith was appointed with the president to look after 

the interest and to employ council pertaining to an endowment 
of $1000 willed to the society by Eli Robins. 

In 1905 an energetic young man impressed the people to su- 
ch an extent that memories remain. His name was Robert Boyce 
At his coming Salina and Albert Griffis from Sisson Hill drove 
down to hear the new minister and gave a favorable report of 
him according to an old diary. He came from Syracuse Univer- 
sity. He was found to be a good singer and a favorite among 
the girls. ; 

It was during his stay here that a Ladies Aid was organi- 
zed. Mrs. Herbert Merriman, Mrs. Henry Sisson, Mrs. Chaffin, 
Mrs. H. Rowley, Mrs. Leroy Connelly, Mrs. Fred Earl, Mrs. Haight 
Mrs. Jesse Wilbur, and Mrs. Archie Sisson were the roiginal 
members. Their membership doubled in twoyears. Early names 
were Anna and Amanda Bishop, Nora Hall, Edith Copley, Mrs. Hu- 
rlburt, Marcia Sowles, Eve Smith, Salina Griffis, Winnie Moore, 
Mildred Twist, Mrs. Foote, Mrs. Peter Young, Clara Bishop, and 
Em Chapman. These conscientious workers for their church devi- 
sed money makers such as maple sugar socials, ice cream socials, 
monthly meetings where collections were taken, chicken pie din- 
ners and bake sales. There merited revenue sothey gave to the 
support of the ministers, repaired the church and parsonage, 
paid nurse bills for their pastor, supplied flowers for fun- 


erals, and in general gave when ever they found a lack and had 


sufficient funds. 

In 1910 the church steps were made over. Henry Sisson 
and Herbert Merrimans with other faithful members helped in 
the work and the Ladies Aid contributed $6.11. A communion 
set was purchased at the price of $10.75 by the Ladies Aid. 

Children's Day and Christmas entertainments were the high 
lights for both young and old, but there seemed to be a lack 
of young children for only three of four were in a class. 

The lack in numbers seemed to have been made up by their per- 
sistence in preparing programs and their accuracy in perform- 
ance. 

The first young people's choir was under Harry Wheeler 
who began preaching in 1910 following Randle. 

Over a period of years the stern, pious, biblical schol- 
ars of old seemed to giving way to leaders with lighter outlook 
on matters of the spirit. Church work continued and evangeli- 
cal services were held periodically. It may not be the pastors 
were neligent of their duties but perhaps joined more in the 
idea that God wants us to smile. It was at Archie Sisson's 
that a minister went home with his wagon wheels in reverse 
order after some of the boys put the back ones on the front 
and the front ones on the back. The boys energy had been 
heightened by a molasses taffy pull that had left Aunt Anna 
Sisson's house somewhat sticky. Box socials were often held 
in homes. 

Preceding and following this period we cherish the mem- 
ories of the Chapmans, pillars of the church of their time 


furnishing additional money in case of deficits and prayerful 


Support at all times. The Connellys, Sissons, Griffis, 

Smiths, Merrimans and many more might be added. Many now cher- 
ish the memory of Mary Merrimans faithful performance of all 
duties falling within her power to perform, especially that 

of a communion steward. Josephine Earl and family continuous- 
ly contributed to Sand Hills welfare. The Rowleys, Copleys 

and many more could be mentioned. Some remember Charlie 
Hughston's singing in the choir. Harry Conklin from the 

corner came to help the choir too. Scott Clarke now a Meth- 
odist minister in Sayre went out from Sand Hill. 

In 1915 the church was shingled. Insurance was put on 
the church in 1914. During these years no reports can be found 
beside the brief reports of trustees meetings. The names of 
Sisson, Chapman, Sowles, Davis, Connelly, Conklin, and Merri- 
man appear amont the active members with the pastors Randler, 
Wheeler, Slater, Smith, Austin, Rice and Synder. These years 
were war years but Sand Hill Church served its community well 
again during a time of stress. The Ladies Aid often came to 
the help of the church financially by having bake sales, one 
of which brought $10.69. A telephone was put in the parsonage 
at the expense of $5, a stove was replaced for $11, a table 
purchased for $4, repairs made for $9, ministers salary $25 
a nurses bill for the care of Mrs. Synder $12.40, and flowers 
were also purchased for several funerals. 

Robert E. Fletcher preached in the early twenties. Rev. 
Hirst came in 1924. He was an Englishman who came from the 


Lutheran faith, smoked his pipe, and won the hearts and res- 
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pect of the people. His traveling expenses were minimized 
for everywhere he and his wife walked. 

“The following years in the twenties sugar and ice cream 
socials as well chicken pie dinners afforded social times for 
the church and provided financial for the church. Mrs. Ames, 
Mrs. Fred Sowles, and Mrs. Frank Fleming are names frequently 
mentioned with others of the age. 

In 1927 when James G. Rice preached the trustees arrang- 


ed to have a partial basement dug large enough to accomodate 


a furnace, a furnace installed, the roof repaired, the exterior 


painted, and the interior papered. Charles Hughston, Horace 
Searles, Gerald Irish, Reniff Merriman, Ethel Connelly, and 
Fred Sowles were on a fund raising committee to finance the 
alterations. 

The partition was moved in 1928 to make room for the 
dining room and kitchen. The chimneys were taken down and a 
new one put at the side. A new side entrance was added. The 
committee in charge was: Mrs. Rred Earl, Fred Sowles, Mrs. 
Charles Fairbanks, and Reniff Merriman. Solicitation of funds 
was carried on by Mrs. Etta Young, Mrs. J. G. Rice, Mrs. Clar 
ence Hall, Erma Sowles, and Ethel Connelly. 

About this time electricity was added to the church. For 
some time Horace Sowles furnished the electricity. 

Mr. Dawson came in 1930. He was socially active and call- 
ed on his parishioners. He was also well liked by people out- 


Side the church. 


Investments in lawyers mortgages was voted by the trustees 


for the Chapman 'S bequest of five hundred dollars. 


During Mr. Robert Wood's stay the electric light bill was 
added to the expense of the church. Wood and Gibby were en- | 
joyed by the congregation in the remainder of the 1930's. 

Rev. Kelly followed by Rev. Howard preached in the early 
1940's. It was at this time that the Ladies Aid was reorganiz- 
ed and became known the Women's Society of Christian Service. 
Although its programs became wider and more offivers performed 
more dutied for her church remained the same. Missionary work 
covers a larger area in this shrinking world while home miss- 
ionary work remains much the same. Projects of cleaning the 
church, upkeep of the parsonage, remembering people in their 
sorrow by giving flowers or giving sunshine boxes for the sick, 
and giving financial aid wherever there may be a deficit are 
yet the work of the W.S.C.S. There is an advancein the study 
of foreign missions and the perplexing problems of our neigh 
bors near and far. While the organization looks after its 
youth and students it is not unlike the Ladies Aid of years 
gone by in its Christian desire to lead all to Christ. 

In 1948 under the supervision of Herbert Earl and his 

brothers the exterior of the church was painted. about this 
time Adelbert Chatreau came to us. Soon the entire church and 
community looked to him as their interpreter of God's word. 
A large group of young people joined the church after they 
spent some time in a preparatory class. The meaning of our 
ritual was once more brought more vividly before the church 
members. Dignity and reverence was increased. 


In 1949 Reniff Merriman offered his old house free for 


the moving. Leslie Sowles with some faithful members moved it 
to its present location. Shortly afterwards it was arranged 
to have it annexed to the community house. This community 
house which had been used for years for a meeting house was 
once the district school house. It was bought and for some 
years owned by Reniff Merriman who offered ir for community use. 
In due time (1950) Mr. Merriman deeded it to the Methodist 
Society so that the complete whole could be used for a dining 
hall and a meeting house. The W.S.C.S. with the help of the 
Home Bases redecorated and equipped the kitchen. Sara and 
ae Fisk donated the stove. Bert Sisson trucked and furnish- 
ed parts for a sink donated by Etta Wilber. Many contributed 
labor and money. With this change the old kitchen and dining 
room could be used for Sunday School rooms. 

Sunday Schools have always been a part of the church 
activities. It is the principal interest of the youth and 
the enjoyment of the older people. Christmas was and perhaps 
is the high spot of the year. Programs were often elaborate. 
In years past people brought their family gifts to the church 
making the church Christmas a larger affair. Three or four men 
were employed over an hour reading names. Children's Day in 
June has been another interesting event which is sponsored by 
the Sunday School. More recently the idea of visual education 
came to Sand Hill. Movies and slides have been used, providtg 
both education and enjoyment. 

For some years a summer Bible school has afforded much 


pleasure for the small children and caused their elders fatigue. 
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Many are the superintendents who have sacrificed much to 
make the Sunday School and enterprising organization ever 
ready to help its church while it instructs youth in matters 
of spiritual life. 

Janitors over the whole of one hundred years have ser- 
ved faithfully usually without pay. In early times $.50 was 
paid a Sunday during winter and $.25 was paid in the summer. 
Some of us can remember other janitors but few have served 
more cheerfully, without pay, over a longer period than Reniff 
Merriman. It is he who picks up our hymnalis, frees the gum 
left by youngsters and makes us all comfortable when the cold 
winds blow. 

In 1928 when Rev. Belden was the Baptist minister in 
Well Bridge, the Baptist and Methodist churches united and held 
their first memorial service at Sand Hill. Every year a large 
crowd attends services conducted by the American Legion of 
Unadilla. A local minister preaches at the church. A memorial 
service is conducted by the Legion at the cemetery. 

About 1950 our church was again joined with the Otego 
charge and Mr. Hovey became our minister. Mr. George Graves 
came in 1953. He lists our membership at seventy in contrast 
to the five incorporated in 1856 and to the thirty-five in 
Sand Hill in 1885. The minister's salary is $750.00 now, and 
‘nerease over the four hundred paid just before 1900. 

The names Burrows, Davis, Easton, Gross, Miller, Neilson 
Robinson, Van Dusen, Williams, Wittenburg, Witter, and Woodard 
add much to our church membership. Sowles, McCumber, Cook, 


Bard, and Hallock are descendants of Fred Sowles and Orville 


18 


Smith; McLaughlin from Chapman; Fisk from Sisson and Fisk; 
Hall from Haight; Holbrook, Sisson, and Covey from Sisson; 
Merriman and Moore from Merriman; Searles from Wait, Post 
and Searles; and Springsteen from~Earl and Palmer. 

In 1954 the church interior was painted by Glenn Beckley. 


To us Sand Hill church is our spiritual expression of our 


religion, a rich heritage of our forefathers whose work we wish 


to nobly carry on. 

_Our Centennial accomplishments when our history goes to 
press are not all complete but we can acknowledge the present- 
ation of a pulpit Bible given in memory of Fred, Marcia and 
Wayland Sowles by the Sowles family; the painting of the com- 
munity house, the new flagstone steps, the new hymnal board 
given jointly by the MYF and Reniff Merriman, the bulletins 
presented by Winnie Moore. The church lettering by Paul Buch- 
ert, new lights for the Sanctuary; and a new pulpit scarf in 


memory of Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Wilbur presented by Mr. and Mrs. 


Howard Wilbur. 
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